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Dear Frank,

As we gather with friends and family to celebrate Independence
Day, it's important to remember the true significance of this holiday.
July 4th is more than just pool parties and BBQs; it's a powerful
reminder of the sacrifices made for our nation.

For me, Independence Day is a time to remember those who put
everything on the line for a chance at a better tomorrow. Every time
I look at the American flag, | think of the example set by the brave
men and women who served under her and the duty we all have to
live a life worth their sacrifice. Every time | look at photos of friends
I've lost to the war at home, | feel the heartbreak that far too many
families know all too well. Every time | look at my son, | know that
his smile and laughter are gifts paid for by those who never got the
chance to see their own children grow up (or grow up themselves).

Today, as you celebrate with your loved ones, | encourage you to
reflect on the true cost of the Freedoms we so often take for
granted. Take a moment to focus on the Heroes who gave



everything for our nation and appreciate how their sacrifice has
shaped the lives we lead today.

Happy Independence Day. Let's carry on the legacy of yesterday's
Fallen by living with purpose and kindness today.

Keep moving forward,

Korey Shaffer

Founder, Til Valhalla Project
Proud U.S.M.C. Veteran
Author
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